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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Saddleworth Parish Council held at 
The Civic Hall, Lee Street, Uppermill on Monday 26th November 2012 

 
There were present Cllr. Mr. B. Lord - Chairman 
    

Cllrs. Mr. M. Buckley  Mr. J. Hudson 
Mr. D. Caddick  Mr. R. Knotts 
Mr. B. Cullen   Mrs. P. Lord 
Mrs. E. Firth   Mr. R. McCann     

    Mr. R. Franklin  Mrs. S. McGladdery    
    Mr. G. Harkness  Mr. A. Roughley 
    Mr. D. Heffernan 
 
The meeting opened with prayers led by Revd. John Rosedale. 
 
1150. Public Question Time – there were no questions from members of the public 

 
1151. Apologies for Absence: Cllrs. Mr. N. Allsopp, Mrs. M. Bingley, Ms. L. Brown, Mrs. N. 

 Kirkham & Mr. G. Sheldon 
 
1152. Declarations of Interest – None 
 
1153 Town Crier - Reg Lord – Chadderton Town Crier and his Standard Bearer Michael 

Lawson explained to members the background to the creation of the role in Chadderton 
and the duties that they undertake. The cost of the uniform was funded by the 
Chadderton Area Committee, the Town Crier and Standard Bearer roles are entirely 
voluntary. It was agreed in principle that a Town Crier would be beneficial to the area 
and that a working group of Councillors B. Lord, Caddick Knotts & Roughley should 
progress the idea.    

 
1154. IT WAS RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Monday 22nd 

October 2012 be confirmed as a correct record.  
  
1155. IT WAS RESOLVED that the draft minutes of the Transport and Traffic Committee held 

on Tuesday 23rd October 2012 be noted. 
 
1156. Recommendations and up-dates from the Transport and Traffic Committee –members 

were advised that Councillors Buckley, Franklin & Knotts had met with Carol Brown and 
Craig Dale from Oldham Council concerning winter maintenance. Members considered 
draft letters requesting volunteers and concerning inconsiderate parking, they agreed 
that these letters should be distributed. Approval was also given for the working group to 
send up to £1,000, as recommended by the Finance Committee, on the purchase of 
snow clearing equipment. Members also considered a system for monitoring complaints 
about bus services in Saddleworth, members approved the proposed system and 
associated letter.   

 
1157. IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes of the Conservation Areas Advisory Committee 

held on Friday 2nd November 2012 be noted.  
 
1158. IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning Committee held on Monday 5th 

November 2012 be noted. 
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1159. IT WAS RESOLVED that the draft minutes of the Finance Committee held on Tuesday 
20th November be noted.    

 
1160. Finance Committee report   
  a. Internal Audit report – the report was received and noted. 
  b. Accounts for payments – The payment schedule was noted. 
 
1161.  District Partnership – Deferred to next meeting. 
 
1162. Conservation Area Character Appraisal – the visit to the area has now been 

undertaken, the team included the Oldham Council Conservation Officer.  
 
1163. Voluntary Showcase – there was a steady attendance at the event, feedback has been 

requested from the participants. 
 
1164. Parish Plan update – The Strategic Planning Committee will look at updating the Parish 

Plan. 
 
1165. Chairman’s update – The Chairman advised members that the Lord Rhodes prize had 

been presented at the Queen Elizabeth Hall. The judging of the Christmas Illuminations 
Competition will take place on Thursday 13th December.  

 

1166. Urgent items introduced by the Chairman – Proposed changes to Planning 
 regulations - Members considered a motion proposed by Cllr. Harness and seconded 
 by Cllr. Buckley that: 

 

 “The parish council notes with concern the recent government proposals to relax 
 planning regulations for houses which could allow extensions of up to 8 meters under 
 permitted development.  

 The proposals to waive rules and existing commitments on affordable housing on 
 proposed developments in certain circumstances is also a concern.  

 The parish council believes that: 
 1. The current planning laws are not the reason for a failure to proceed with existing 
 approved housing developments. 
 2. These proposals go against the spirit of the Localism Act 2011 which encourages 
 more local control of planning policies. 
 3. These proposals ignore local democracy, will fail to protect local communities and will 
 encourage more neighbourhood disputes. 

 The government have recently begun a technical consultation process to end on 24th 
 December 2012. Council therefore wishes to delegate responsibility to the Strategic 
 Planning Committee to take part in the consultation process by 24th December 2012 and 
 express the strong opposition the council has to the proposals  

 
  Members agreed that the Strategic Planning Committee will draft a response to the 

Consultation. 
 
  Lifelong Learning Centre – members noted the proposal to close the building on Lee 

Street and that the District Partnership has created a working group to deal with the 
proposal.  


